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The Boulevard Fountain 

 

In this issue: Summer & winter programme, Hull Civic Society is Rebranding, Urgent Appeal, 

Meeting with Hull City Council, Newington & St Andrews Area Action Plan, A63 Castle Street 

Improvement Scheme, The Steve Shearsmith Award, Readersô Letters, Planning & Buildings, Book 

Review ï A New Look at Kingston upon Hull (by Trevor Galvin), Officers & Committee. 
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Summer Programme 2009 Visits 

 

Non-members are welcome to join us for all our meetings and visits. 

Any further visits will be advertised in the media and by email.  If you would also like to receive 

details by email, please send an email request  to Ken Baker, Honorary Secretary, 

kbaker@goodwin-centre.org with a copy to the Newsletter Editor john.scotney@talk21.com. 

 

 

Sunday 7
th

 June, 1 pm ï Coach tour of Hull (part 2), guided by Adam Fowler.  There are a few 

spaces still available.  Fare £7 ï please send a cheque with the attached booking form.   

Meet at Queens Dock Avenue, opposite the fountain (near the Maritime Museum). 

     This yearôs tour will visit some different locations, including part of the docks estate. 

 

Monday 15
th

 June, 7 pm - Historic Cottingham - Guided Tour (1½ to 2 hours), led by Pat Elliot 

of Cottingham Local History Society.  Meet at Cottingham Green.  

Fully  booked at present, but waiting list bookings still open.  If you have booked and cannot go, 

or if you would like to be on the waiting list, please advise Ken Baker. (01482 224767 or email 
kbaker@goodwin-centre.org) 

  

Sunday 12
th

 July, 1.30 pm ï Cleethorpes Guided Tour ï led by Cleethorpes Civic Society. 

Meet at Cleethorpes Library, Alexandra Road, opposite the sea front gardens, just east of the 

station.   Cleethorpes will be looking its best, in preparation for the following weekôs Britain in 

Bloom competition.  Please indicate on the booking form if you need or can offer a lift. 

 

Tuesday 21
st
 July, 7 pm ï Beverley Road Walk (part 2) (1½ to 2 hours), led by John Scotney. 

Meet outside Beverley Road Baths.   We will look at the buildings north of Stepney, returning via 

Cottingham Road, Newland Avenue and Queens Road.   

 

 

Winter Programme 2009-2010 

All meetings are on Mondays at 7.30 pm (except 15
th

 April)  at the Quality Hotel Royal, 

Ferensway. 

 

12
th

 October ï Hull Forward - John Holmes 

 

9
th

 November ï Joint meeting with the Chartered Institute of Building 

 

7
th

 December ï Hullôs Decorative Arts, Craftsmen and Furniture  ï Robin Diaper 

 

11
th

 January ï Arctic Corsair and Stand ï Adam Fowler 

 

8
th

 February ï The Jacobs Family of Hull ï Norman Staveley 

 

8
th

 Yorkshire Film Archives ï Graham Relton 

 

15
th

 April ï 7 pm Annual General Meeting, followed at 7.30 by The History of Hullôs Parks 

and Gardens ï Paul Schofield. 
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Hull Civic Society is "re-branding" 

  
As part of our campaign to increase ordinary and corporate membership and spread the word 
about the work of our society, your Committee has recently commissioned a new letter heading 
and a glossy information leaflet to replace those which have served us well over many years, but 
which now look a bit dated.   
     One of the new information leaflets is enclosed and I would urge you all to pass it on to 
someone else and encourage them to join. 
     We are also launching an invigorated Corporate Membership drive which is being led by 
Committee member Janet Green and the new leaflet will play a prominent part in this. 
     In these hard economic times, it is quite difficult to balance the books whilst still continuing to 
produce three Newsletters each year and cover the costs of our programme of public meetings. 
     So, if you haven't renewed your subscription for this year yet could I draw your attention to the 
paragraph below? 

     If you have renewed, then many thanks for your continued support of our work in seeking to 
make our city of Hull a better place to visit and to live, work, play and invest in.  
  

 John Netherwood - Chairman 

 

 
URGENT APPEAL. 

 
Would all members please note that membership subscriptions for the current year are 
considerably lower than were received last year, mainly because members have either forgotten to 
renew their membership, or have failed to do so. It should be noted that the Society is a registered 
charity and therefore the bulk of the work carried out by the Society both on behalf of members and 
towards the improvement of the city, is funded out of membership subscriptions. It is becoming 
increasingly difficult to improve our organisation and to maintain an effective voice, on both local 
and wider issues, if funds are insufficient for us to operate effectively, more especially in these 
difficult economic times. So, if you haven't renewed you membership for this year may we urge you 
to do so without delay and if you are able to make a donation, no matter how small, we will be 
doubly grateful to you.  
 

Colin McNicol 

 

Meeting with Hull City Council  

 
On 5 th  May, three members of the committee ð Chairman John Netherwood, Secretary Ken Baker a nd 

Vice Chairman John Scotney - met Mark Jones, Head of Regional Development and other members and 

officers of Hull City Council.  We hope to meet regularly and it was agreed that the aim of meetings 

would be to promote ideas, give support where we agree w ith the council, highlight problems, share 

understanding on development issues and make the meetings an opportunity for early consultation.  The 

topics discussed at the first meeting were: Tree planting to improve the streetscape; how to achieve 

or encourage a òcontinental feeló of vitality, especially in the Old Town; the regeneration of Trinity 

Market; car parking in the Old Town; improving the appearance of railway bridges and promoting 

tourist attractions.  

     We are, of course, not meeting the council  as individuals, but as representatives of a society of 

nearly 500 individual and corporate members (one of the largest in Yorkshire).  Please let us know your 

views on long-term issues that could be discussed at future meetings.  Your letters and emails w ill all 

be taken into account.  Emails received by any committee member are usually forwarded to other 

committee members for discussion and letters are circulated at committee meetings.   

Editor.  
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Newington & St Andrews Area Action Plan 

 

 The city council has a vision for a regenerated Newington & St Andrews Area ï virtually the whole 

of Victorian and Edwardian West Hull between Spring Bank West and Hessle Road and between the 

Boulevard and Wheeler Street with a population of more than 17,000 in 2008.  The aim is to make it 

the kind of suburb which will be attractive to a wide range of households, providing good quality 

family homes for more than 18,000 by 2024. 

We want to make Newington and St Andrews a location of choice for existing and new residents 

by making the most of its urban structure, excellent location and convenient local services.  We 

need to do this whist tackling the serious problems that exist in the area.  These include social 

and economic issues: the area has high unemployment and high levels of deprivation.  They also 

include housing issues ï there are too many, and too concentrated, very small houses, many of 

them in ñcourtò terraces with no road access, and persistent problems of vacancy. (Paragraph 

1.3.1 of the Area Action Plan) 

The Area Action Plan (AAP) proposes green links between the various parks, the river front and 

smaller green spaces throughout the area, improved community facilities and services and 

improvements to enhance Anlaby and Hessle Roads as the areaôs main location for shopping,  

leisure and other services.  There are also specific proposals for particular parts of the area. 
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Lizzieôs Ave, Rhodes St, Hawthorn Av. 

(Photo: J.D. Scotney, 6.12.2008) 

Anlaby Road ï half-finished 

renovation of shops opposite West 

Park. (Photo: J.D. Scotney) 

West Park and Carnegie Library. 

(Photo: J.D. Scotney) 

     Hawthorn Avenue  This area will see the most change.  

Most of the houses are small, terraced houses, many of 

them in ñcourtò terraces.  There is also a shortage of green 

open space.  Hawthorn Avenue will become a tree-lined 

boulevard, with new 3-storey townhouses.  The site of the 

former Amy Johnson School will be redeveloped for 

housing and there will be recreational open space here and 

elsewhere as part of new housing development to the east 

of Hawthorn Avenue.  There will also be improvements to 

the environment of the older streets that are to be retained.  

There will also be mixed use development on the disused 

Tradex site overlooking the Boothferry Road / Anlaby High Road roundabout. 

     West Park Area   The aim is to restore West Park to its former glory and make it more accessible 

with a ñsuper crossingò at Anlaby Road and links into the ñGreen Lungò that will connect all the 

major green open spaces in the Newington & St Andrews Area.  The proposals also include a new   

square opposite West Park on Anlaby Road with mixed use commercial development to replace 

derelict shops.  There are plans to improve the environment of Walliker Street and other streets by 

ñfrontage improvementsò, with a small amount of innovative new housing to replace the sub-

standard ñcourtò terraces in Granville Street. 

 Boulevard Area  

Strangely, the area 

described under this 

heading lies entirely to 

the west of The 

Boulevard and does 

not include that street!  

Its western boundary is 

St Georges Road (both 

sides).  The proposals 

centre mainly on the 

creation of the ñGreen 

Lungò to provide ñexemplaryò community sports and recreation facilities at the Boulevard stadium 

(former home of Hull FC rugby league club) and Massey Fields (a group of public football pitches), 

all to be re-landscaped and linked by parks, smaller open spaces and green walks and overlooked 

for enhanced safety by houses.  Most of the existing houses would be retained, with frontage 

improvements, though there would be a small amount of new building in Airlie Street and Massey 

Close.  It is also proposed to build a new secondary school to the north of the Hessle Road shops, 

overlooking Massey Fields.  A report in the Hull Daily Mail suggested that this would replace 

Endeavour School on Beverley Rd. 

     Hessle Road  The report recognises that Hessle Road is a relatively successful and stable 

shopping and service centre, with no significant increase of vacant properties over the last four 

years.  It contains a number of buildings of high architectural quality, which give it a distinctive 

character.  The main proposals are to enhance the area by attention to shop frontages and 

improvements to the public realm to make it more attractive to pedestrians. 

     Anlaby Road  The report recognises that Anlaby Road is a major radial route, but also identifies 

a need to make life easier for pedestrians by providing raised crossings at major crossing points and 

a raised surface at the entrance to each side street.  There would also be ñfrontage improvement 

worksò to all the houses on the main road to make them more attractive and to improve the 

perception of the whole Newington St Andrews Area for passers-by. 

     Albert Avenue Area  The existing houses in Albert Avenue, De la Pole Avenue, Alliance Avenue 

and connecting streets would all be retained, with frontage improvements.  The main change would 
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Left: Coltman St ï 

listed 1840s houses  

Right: Boulevard ï 

equal in architectural 

quality to the 

Avenues (Photos: JD 

Scotney) 

be the new óecoô housing to be built on the site of the former Riley High School (more recently part 

of Hull College).  There would also be a recreation ground. 

     Coltman Street Area  This area extends from the western side of Rawling Way to include 

Coltman Street and The Boulevard.  The streets in between will see the main changes, with frontage    

                                               
improvements to existing houses in Cholmley Street and the streets to the north.  Some of the worst 

housing in the whole area is to be replaced by new houses, public open spaces and new 

thoroughfares on Wellsted Street and Gee Street, with a new connection to Hessle Road, where 

there will be a new ñcommunity facilityò.  Despite having some streets that are run-down, the area 

has many good Victorian houses.  Coltman Street, now a Conservation Area, actually has 16 listed 

houses - more than any other street in the city outside the Old Town.  The Boulevard, also a 

Conservation Area, is equal in its buildings to the more famous Avenues.  There are also some fine 

public buildings, for example schools in St Georgeôs Road and Dairycoates Avenue, the Western 

Branch Library in The Boulevard, St Matthewôs church and Hullôs oldest functioning police station, 

recently refurbished, in Gordon Street.   

     Dairycoates Area  This is the section lying between the railway line and Hessle Road and 

between St Georgeôs Road and Hawthorn Avenue.  A large proportion of the housing is relatively 

modern and the proposals would replace most of the terraced housing remaining on and around 

Woodcock Street.  Some of the replacement housing was given planning permission last year.  The 

land to the west of Hawthorn Avenue will continue to be industrial. 

     Housing and the built Environment  Housing is the most important element of the Area Action 

Plan.  ñThe AAPôs aim is to provide modern housing stock. (Paragraph 10.2.1)  Housing renewal in 

Newington and St Andrews represents an immense opportunity to contribute to the widening of 

choice and improvement of the housing stock of the City overall.  (Paragraph 10.2.2).ò 

     There is an emphasis on family housing with at least 50% of new houses having three or more 

bedrooms and no more than 10% being single-bedrooms properties.  All sites will have a mixture of 

housing types and all new housing will be expected to meet the ñLifetime Homes standardò.  

Another significant statement in the AAP is that ñPlanning permission will not be granted for the 

sub-division of family housingò.  This is especially important for the long-term future of the fine 

Victorian houses in Coltman Street, The Boulevard, St Georgeôs Road and elsewhere in the district.   

The AAP also makes it clear that applications for new houses must meet standards of high-quality 

design, flood-prevention and energy efficiency.   

     An important feature of the plan is the acknowledgement that its historic heritage is an important 

part of the appeal of the Newington & St Andrews Area, with its three Conservation Areas (Hessle 

Road, Coltman Street and Boulevard), 28 listed buildings and 20 buildings on the Local List.  The 

traditional street pattern with front doors facing the street is valued and to be perpetuated in new 

development.  The AAP proposes frontage improvements to over 600 of the ñcourtò terraces, which 

are characteristic of the city and have potential as starter homes, but the concludes that there are too 

many of them.  Some will be replaced with ñmore desirableò houses.            

     Public Realm  With the AAP, there is a Design Guidance booklet suggesting ways in which open 

space and streets can be designed with robust materials, be visually satisfying, contain public art, be 

and feel safe and encourage outdoor play and community uses.   

     Another consideration is that priority should be given to pedestrians and cyclists (with a more 

coherent network of walking and cycling routes) and public transport users, with more frequent and 

reliable bus services.   


